1856 — Joel & Sarah Roberts and John J. & Sally Hammond sold the house and lot to Elizabeth
Kownslar for $2,000 (JC DB 35/257).

The lot was described as being on the west side of the “lower or Main Street...at the
south corner of the square or cross street and immediately opposite the Brick store
and dwelling of George H. Beckwith...”

By the sale price it seems that Roberts and Hammond made a substantial
improvement to the property, likely the addition to the house making it five bays
with a center hall.

Elizabeth Kownslar’s 1857 tax assessment (also a reassessment year) set the value of
the lot at $1,500 and the buildings at $1,200 with the notation, “$500 added for
improvements.”

In an unrecorded 1861 conveyance, Elizabeth Kownslar sold the property to Eliza
Lavinia Roberts, which makes me wonder if there was some relation between
Kownslar and the Roberts family (like maybe Eliza was Elizabeth’s daughter?).

On the 1860 census Elizabeth Kownslar was listed as an 86-year old “Lady.”
Listed immediately next but as a separate house and household was William J.
Roberts, a “Gentleman,” and his wife Eliza Roberts and their five children.

The Daniel Fry House remained in the Roberts family through Eliza’s children (DB 77, pp. 90
and 250) until 1931 when it was sold by Forrest A. Brown as Special Commissioner to Elizabeth
Shaull (DB 139/239). From 1940 through 1997 the property then passed through nine successive
owners (DB 152/342; 246/28; 272/155; 368/549; 410/228; 468/448; 508/206; 646/635; 648/627;
743/442; 852/272). In 2008, John Schwartz and Barbara Martin sold it to the current owners
Ron and Paige Phifer (1051/680).



